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REPORT 


OF THE 


ADIUTANT GENERAL 
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State of Nebraska, 


THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 3oth, A.D, 1876, 


To THE GOVERNOR. 
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< STATE ОЕ NEBRASKA, 
, ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Liwcons, December 15, 1876. 


To His Excellency, Silas Garber, 
Governor of Nebraska : 


GOVERNOR: 


I have the honor to present hereby the кш of this office for 
the term ending November 30, 1876. | | 


E 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


BRUNO TZSCHUCK, 
Adjutant General of Nebraska. 


REPORT 


OF THE. 


ADJUTANT VT GENERAL. 


RECORDS. 


But very little care seems to have been taken for some years 
of the records and documents of the adjutant general’s office, and 
consequently they were found, at the time of my entering upon the 
discharge of the duties of the adjutant general of this state, not to 
be in good order. Upon. examination several important documents 
proved to be missing ; principally muster-in and muster-out rolls of 
several companies of the first regiment Nebraska volunteers. As 
these muster-rolls are greatly needed for the purpose of issuing cer- 
tificates of service and discharge to soldiers, or in case of their death 
to the widows and children, for the purpose of homestead entries 
or soldier’s additional eighty acre entries, I would respectfully 
recommend to your excellency that steps be taken to procure certi- 
fied duplicate abstracts of the missing documents from the depart- 
ment of war, at Washington, to complete the records of this office. 


ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 


No arms or ammunition were found in the armory of the state 
at the commeneement of the year 1875. 

During the years 1875 and 1876 this state has received from 
the United States government ordnance and ordnance stores, as per 
exhibit “ A,” eleven hundred and sixty (1160) Springfield breech- 
loading rifle muskets, calibre fifty (50), and seventy-one thousand, 
five hundred (71,500) breech-loading rifle musket ball cartridges, of 
` of which amount six hundred and forty-seven (647) rifle muskets, 
and forty-one thousand and five hundred (41,500) ball cartridges 
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have been issued, leaving on hand five hundred and thirteen (513) 
rifle muskets, and thirty thousand (30,000) musket ball cartridges. 

The total amount of ordnance and ordnance stores now in the 
hands of the state militia companies, as shown by exhibit * B," is: 
Six hundred and sixty-eight (668) Springfield breech-loading rifle 
muskets ; twenty (20) smooth-bore muskets; nine (9) Spencer car- 
bines, and, after deducting ammunition expended and held in 
reserve, twenty-nine thousand and six hundred (29,600) musket ball 
cartridges. 

Inspection of ordnance and ordnance gtores, in the hands of the 
companies, is ordered for every three months, and each company is 
officially notified that the arms and ammunition will be taken up 
forthwith, if; on inspection by the proper officer, the arms should 
not prove well cleaned and properly kept. 

Authority was given the commanding officers of the different 
companies to expend ten (10) rounds of ammunition for each mem- 
ber of their respective companies, in target practice, to enable the 
men to do efficient service, if occasion should arise. : 

As the arms issued to the companies on the frontier must neces- 
sarily be in the hands of the members to be of service to them, it 
was thought best for the purpose of securing the state against loss, 
to require each company to execute a good and efficient bond, signed 
by the officers and members thereof, and making them jointly and 
seyerally responsible for all ordnance and ordnance stores received 
by such company from the state. 


о 


ORGANIZATION OF MILITIA. 


Bnt very few companies were efficiently organized at the 
commencement of the year 1875, and none of them were well 
armed, or in a suitable condition for active service. The outbreak 
of the Indian war last spring, and the consequent danger from 
raids of hostile Indians along our western and northern frontier 
settlements, demonstrated at once the need of a thorough organiza- 
tion of these settlers into companies, and the necessity of having ` 
such organizations well armed. 
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When, on the 284 day of May, 1876, your Excellency issued 
the order to the adjutant-general to provide to the points where the 
danger seemed most imminent, with instructions to organize the 
settlers into companies, and furnish them with arms and ammuni- 
tion, "all available ordnance and ordnance stores were forthwith 
shipped to Grand Island, and I left for Port Hartsuff, on the North 
Loup river. Upon my arrival at the fort, I called on the com- 
manding officer, J. J. Coppinger, Colonel U. S. A., and stating the 
object of my. visit, received the promise of his aid and co-operation. 
The principal points available for the organization of militia 
companies were, with the help of maps and the kind assistance of 
Col. Coppinger, who is perfectly acquainted with the topographieal 
situation of that section of the state, determined upon that day. 
The valleys of the Middle and North Loup River and Cedar Creek, 
being old Indian trails, were, therefore, most exposed, and likely to 
suffer by their raids. Orderlies were sent out, and next day the 
Taylor County mounted rangers were organized. This company, 
covering the ford across the North Loup River, at the forks of the 
North Loup and Cadmus Rivers, and the ford between the forks 
and the Fort Hartsuff, is now fully armed, and has a very substan- 
tial dug-out, with rifle-pits and breastworks as a point of rally at 
Capt. Alger's, nearly twenty (20) miles northwest of fort, and 
within ten (10) miles of last settler on Loup River. The scouts of 
the fort who were recalled to this point, were ordered to Victoria 
Settlement, Douglas Grove and Arcadia. 

The next company organized was the Valley County Rangers 
at Ord, now also fully armed, and of great importance for the pro- 
tection of the bridge at Ord, often the only safe point of communi- 
cation between North and Middle Loup. This company is also 
likely to be of good service for the purpose of cutting off the retreat 
of hostile Indians in the Cedar Creek Valley—several good valleys 
connecting the valley of Cedar Creek with that of the North Loup. 

On the sueceeding day the Victoria Guards at New Helena, 
Vietoria Creek settlement, and the Garber County Rangers, were 
organized, and the first, being the most exposed, fully, the other 
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partly, armed. With other companies, later in the year, the Garbet 
Rangers also were fully armed, and have now, like all the above 
companies, good points of rally and retreat, with breastworks and 
rifle pits. 

Steps were also taken for the organization of a company on 
Cedar Creek, the old trail of the Sioux Indians in attacking the 
Pawnee Reservation. Having disposed of all arms and ammuni- 
tion on hand at that time, I returned to the capitol. Ever since 
that time the work of organizing and arming the frontier counties 
has been progressing rapidly, and by the month of September I was 
able to report, as fully organized and furnished with arms: and 
ammunition, the following companies : 


ON THE NORTH LOUP RIVER. 


The Taylor County Mounted Rangers—77 members, 68 rifles. 
The Valley County Rangers—58 members, 58 rifles. 
The Greeley County Home Guards—43 members, 40 rifles. 


ON CEDAR CREEK. 


The Cedar Rangers—31 members, 40 rifles. 


ON MIDDLE LOUP. 


The Victoria Guards-—22 members, 18 rifles. 
The Garber County Rangers—58 members, 60 rifles. 
The Sherman County Guards—-53 members, 10 rifles. 


ON SOUTH LOUP. | 
The Howard County Guards—48 members, 18 rifles. 
ALONG THE LINE OF THE U. P. R. R. 


Company ©, F.” first regiment mounted infantry, Sidney—66 


members, 60 rifles. 
One squad at Ogallalla—10 members, 6 rifles. 
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Company “J,” first regiment mounted infantry, Cozad—40 
members, 40 rifles. 

Company “G,” first regiment mounted infantry, Plum Creek 
—57 members, 40 rifles. 

Company “ B,” first regiment mounted infantry, Kearney— 
52 members, 58 rifles. 


ON THE REPUBLICAN RIVER. 


Company “Н,” first regiment mounted infantry, Orleans—61, 
members, 60 rifles. 


Red Willow County Home Guards—41 members, 19 rifles. ~ 
NOT FULLY ORGANIZED. 
One company on the Niobrara River. 
ON THE UPPER ELK HORN RIVER. м 


Company “I,” first regiment mounted infantry, ОЯ eil City— 
68 members, 40 rifles. 

Company “A,” first regiment mounted infantry, was organized 
and armed, as it was thought expedient to have a serviceable 


company at the seat of government in case an emergency should 
arise. 


The commanding officers of all companies along the line of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, and on the branches of the Loup River and 
Cedar Creek are instructed to aid each other, and to send a squad of 
twenty-five (25) or thirty (30) men with utmost dispatch to any 
point attacked or threatened by an attack. 

The people along the Loup Rivers and Cedar Creek, naturally 
the most exposed to Indian raids, are necessarily the best armed, 
and are also mostly provided with convenient fortified places of 
retreat and rally. 

I feel happy to be able to report to your excellency that by 
these means confdence has been fully restored on our frontier; the 
settlers do not think any more of leaving their homes—those who 
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had left early in the spring of this year have returned, many new 


‘settlers have taken up claims and homesteads and the Indian panics, 


so often the drawback to the settlement of our fertile valleys, will 
henceforth number amongst the things of the past. ^ — ·. 

In concluding my report, l desire to mention that all fees for 
certificates issued from the office of the adjutant-general, have been 
paid into the state treasury. 

For Ње ensuing term of the years 1877 and 1878, I would 
respectfully request your Excellency to recommend to the legisla- 
tive body an appropriation of five hundred dollars ($500 00) per year 
for the pay of the adjutant-general. Also, the sum of one hundred 
dollars ($100 00) per year for traveling expenses, and an equal 
sum of one hundred dollars ($100 00) for the purpose of procuring 
from the Department of War certified abstracts of the missing 
muster rolls of this office. 
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; EXHIBIT “А,” 
Statement of Ordnance and Ordnance Stores received and issued during the years 1875 and 1876. 


ә ARMS 


Springfield Breech-loading Rifle Muskets, 


Calibre до. 


` WHERE RECEIVED, 


REecRIVED. IssuED 
. н . » 
момтн. | 2| § | g | mom. | 2] 9 
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26{1875| sol. 
611876] 53]. . 


From U, 5. Arsenal, Rock Island .. Tuy Р 
до do ; une $ 
19118761 3g}... 


. July... 


* 
do do . o - August, , 18] 1876|r000} s. « . 
do do .. |May ‚| 391876] 18]... ee 
. > +- t. & « © © o. à s © © whe › 4 LIPS » yas езе une а 
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*" > 4 9 т © © 93 à y €» y a ‘a ‘d a ^, c3. © wo , ә oe ede eh TPs June... 
t » > э * 9 DW » à у › + ве €. é s ж + 0 ж P! @ Ф R $ 9 КЫ | ences 
Be WE ee ae «seca ee ak te ce ‚|. eptember 
ee | Te AMATUS aereo ro maar, | aE Р samen | aerei 
Total ^* ... А DOES ЛИРИ С ‚ 1160! . 


Remaimng on hand December rst, 1876, 513 Springfield Rifles and 30,000 musket ball cartridges 


| 
AMMUNITION, 


CARTRIDGES. 
No. of B L. R. Mus- REMARKS. 
ket Balls. 
Received, | Issued. 
25,000 m Р 
26,500 |... e |18 guns at Fort Hartsuff and issued ta Victo- 
20,000 |, 2. 5 1А сша, deducted from quota July 19, 
E ERE А 1876.6 
end] n n s s 14 guns r@urned to W. Н, B. Stout, for guns 
i 200 lost at Penitentiary riot. 
Ee acid 20,000 {6 guns and 200 rounds issued ta К, R. St, 
dos 2,000 Clair, Ogallalla, 
єз owls r,000 [2,000 cartridges used by U. 5, Surveyor, 
as 17,000 |6,000 cartridges as reserve at Fort Hartsuff, 
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71,500 | 41,500 
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. EXHIBIT “B.” 
. Organized Militia Companies in the State of Nebraska, Ordnance and Ordnance Stores issued, 
expended and on hand 1st, December, 1876. 
4 |. AMMUNITION, 
i ARMS. Springfield Breech-load. 
ae 
© ing Rifles, 
оо чб 
Ge СЕУ ро P ч | E 
; ANY. © а, : , n oy ; REMARKS. 
NAME OF COMPANY a 5850. Bg j ag oT E. S = 
ЕЕ ЕЕЕ $3 | B | 35g | 98 | 98 B 
Sul 560 © pp Н 5 = to t а ec 
Z^x m B5 АӨ as | d | da | A | ds z 
——— MÀ — [nnm |t |mÓ—MM9 | —— | ——M — — | — ————— N, 2 
Co. “A” sst Reg't Mounted Infantry} 4|. 9|. 68| 8r 39 зекет xo]. . . 10o00|Station-—Líncoln, Lancaster County, Neb. e 
Co, “B 1st Reg t Mounted Infantry} 3) 4| 45| 52 $ 20 9 2000]. ks 2000] **  —Kearney Junction. [2 
Co. “C” ast Reg't Mounted Infantry) з] 13] 75| 91]. . saje dob cafe esales ee] “ Beatrice, Gage County, Neb, res 
Co “D" ist Reg't Mounted Infantry; 3] 16] 29| 48|. , . UNA edere lel I —РарШоп, Sarpy County. 
Co. “E” 1st Reg't Mounted Infantry] |... sfe «lee ; VON -——— «e.f. eS [Organization not completed, 
Co. “F” yst Reg't Mounted Infantry] 3} 9| 54 66 бо... 245 goool. . . . 3ooo|Station —Sidney, 
Co “G” 15+ Reg't Mounted Infantry; 3] 9| 47| 59 40]. . aurea 2000. . as 2000] '** —Plum Creek. v 
Co "H'"istReg't Mounted Infantry} 3] xt g 61 бо... з 3000). 4. » 3000) © Orleans, Harlan County, 
Co “I” 15: Кер Mounted Infantry} 3|« - 68 GOs sov Н" 2000]. . . „ 2000} '* —Ü'Neil City, Holt County. kd 
Co. “J” rst Reg't Mounted Infantry} 3] 13| 25| 40 PT « a4 2000 . . . . 2000 “ —*Cozad, Dawson County, m 
Taylor Co. Mounted Rangers .. . з! 9| 65| 77 68|.. . LE 3200 300 agoo| '* —Forks, Taylor County. 
Victoria Guards... 6 + ees 3] 1| x8 z 18|. . EM 2000 4oa 1600 '" 5  —New Helena, Garber County. d 
Garber Co, Rangers 4. ede ete ed of 26]. У МОУ fear toe aluet C com ИЕ a . 
Garber Co. mangers js Bre we e ie 3| 9| 46] 58 бо, « $a 3000}, . зоос ‘© —Douglas Grove, Garber County a 
Valley Co Rangers .. «4. . 3| 9| 46} 58 S8... denn gooo], , . 3000| “  —Otrd, Valley County. ‘ Ы 
Cedar Rangers .. sen essre] 3] 2| 26] 3t ДО ыз» Газел. 2000], . . . 2000] € —Dublin, Boone Сш, 
Greely Co Ношебчаг......[ gt 8| 52) 43 C EEE 2000 400 1600} ^"  —Lamartine, Greeley County, 
Sherman Co, Guards s. . . .., 3| 12} 38] 5 ХО, ш» P TICE EE M гос Sherman County. 
Howafd Co Guards, . sase 3| s| 40l 4 he ce ada coe 680 180 со] ''* -—8St, Paul, Howard County, 
Red Willow Co Guards s sse’ 3| zal, зо[ 46 ^ PPS PPP 1000 100... «| ^. —Red Willow, Red Willow County, 
Paddock Guards .. s sasara 3 3 58| 74|Eighteen Cavalry Swords || . .,..|.,...]... ч —Beatrice, Gage County, 
Independent Home Guards... . . 3 36 gle ede ee du ИШ. ..)....! ...| I" —Dunbury, Red Willow County, 
First Nebraska Light Artillery . . . al 91 351 47 No returns made, 4 Blue Springs, Gage County, 


*(rganization not fully completed. 


